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The Beat Goes On
Many big-name groups come to the Bay area
By Roxanne Moshonas
You've been sitting here for six hours.
You're hot. You're sick of waiting. How
much longer? Is it all worth it? It'll be at
least two more hours before it starts. The mob is
quickly becoming larger and more brutal. Peo-
ple are killing time by playing frisbee or having
paper cup and ice fights. You resign yourself to
waiting just a little bit longer . . .
This was often the scene at outdoor concerts,
popular in fair weather Florida. Perhaps the
biggest outdoor concert event of the season was
the appearance of the Police, the Fixx and the
Animals at the Tangerine Bowl in Orlando on
October 22. Serious concert-goers didn't mind
traveling the extra miles to see the Police. David
Tennian commented, "The distance didn't mat-
ter, I had decided if they were in Florida or
South Georgia, I'd go."
Concerts were always eagerly anticipated,
and afterwards they provided topics of conver-
sation. The concert-goer could rattle on for
hours in detail about the awesome concert the
deprived listener had missed.
Hard rockers who came to town included Lo-
verboy, Cheap Trick, AC/DC, 38 Special with
Joan Jett, Pat Travers with Kiss, and Van Halen.
For music lovers of different styles, Styx, Men at
Work, Genesis, Jimmy Buffett, Adam Ant, and
Kenny Rogers were on hand to entertain at the
Bayfront Center or the Lakeland Civic Center.
"I like different kinds of music and I go to as
many concerts as possible," said music fan Sa-
brina Sweeney.
The coming of the Superbowl to Tampa,
brought many top-name performers. Stars such
as Frank Sinatra, John Denver and Lou Rawls
headlined at pre-Superbowl concerts.
For many, the drain on wallets at concert time
prevented would-be concert goers from attend-
ing all the concerts they wanted to see. Ticket
prices average $15, and some went as high as
$20. Over the ticket prices students paid a
whopping $15 for a concert jersey, not to men-
tion expenses such as gas and food.
Though it seemed a high price to pay to see a
music group perform, most students were will-
ing and able to pay and walk away with smiles
on their faces and ringing in their ears.T
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